Possible role for prostacyclin in human parturition.
Human amnion, chorion, decidua and placenta produced 6-oxo-PGF1alpha when superfused in vitro. Furthermore amnion, an avascular tissue, produced more 6-oxo-PGF1alpha after labour than all other tissues investigated and its production of 6-oxo-PGF1alpha was significantly greater after labour than before the onset of labour. These findings suggest that prostacyclin production by foetal membranes may have a role in the mechanisms controlling human parturition. Moreover, this is the first evidence for the production of prostacyclin by an avascular tissue.